
Hanover School Division is committed to creating and maintaining school environments where students, staff, parents/caregivers, and 
others feel safe. This document represents fair notice to our communities that HSD will address all student threats to self or others.
Schools cannot ignore any threat of violence or violent acts. 

Parents/Caregivers are encouraged to 
contact the school principal if they have 

any questions or concerns regarding 
the VTRA protocol. Visit HSD.ca to 

access this document online.

The HSD ARTO protocol has been adapted from the work of J. Kevin Cameron, Director of the Canadian Centre for Trauma Informed Practices..

WHAT IS A THREAT?
A threat is an expression of intent to do harm or act out violently 
against someone or something. Threats may be verbal, written, 
drawn, posted on the Internet, or made by gesture. 

WHAT BEHAVIOURS WARRANT AN 
ASSESSMENT OF RISK TO OTHERS?
AN ASSESSMENT OF RISK TO OTHERS (ARTO) may be initiated 
when behaviours include but are not limited to:

•	 Serious violence or violence with intent to harm or kill
•	 Verbal/written threats to harm or kill others (clear, direct, 

and plausible)
•	 Online threats to harm or kill others
•	 Possession of weapons, including replicas
•	 Bomb threats (making or detonating explosive devices) or 

fire starting
•	 Sexual intimidation or assault
•	 Ongoing pervasive and targeted bullying and/or 

To keep school communities safe, staff, parents/caregivers, 
students, and community members must report all threat-related 
and violent behaviours to the school principal. If there is potential 
for immediate danger, call 911.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF AN 
ASSESSMENT OF RISK TO OTHERS?
The purpose of an ARTO is to identify risk factors that may 
increase the likelihood of an individual becoming violent to 
self or others. The intention of this process is to support the 
student through providing recommendations to address issues 
contributing to high-risk behaviour. The goal of the process is to 
develop an intervention plan that focuses on the emotional and 


